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given credit in expressive and eloquent words. A great part
of that work of Franco's in the landing as well as in other
Moroccan enterprises has been anonymously recorded,
which is in keeping with his character and the exigencies of
his simplicity and modesty. Franco does not cater to popu-
larity. During the Melilla campaign of 1921, when the
newspaper reporters were hovering around in search of news
and unusual incidents there was not a Legionnaire,, officer,
or friendly Moor who escaped the siege of interviewers, but
Franco was inaccessible to the avidity of the newspaper
correspondents.
It remains to be said that Franco was one of those who
drew up the plan for the landing at Alhucemas, and that
General Primo de Rivera gave special weight to his advice
when he decided to carry out the plan. But Franco was not
satisfied with being only the theorist who made the plans,
but instead, once the plan was approved, he assumed the
responsibility of carrying it out in practice, like those com-
posers of musical scores who at the hour of performance
hold the baton and direct the orchestra, so as not to evade
any responsibility or impose upon others faults that may be
their own. And because Franco had the plans and details of
the operation all worked out in his head, he was able to
make changes freely and on short notice to which Coded
attributes in great part the success of the enterprise.
The Marquis of Estella also utilized the services of
Franco in his negotiations for the purpose of obtaining an
understanding with the French army. Marshal Lyautey
knew the Commander of the Legion personally. The
marshal, as he well demonstrated, was a man who had the
ability to read into the future of soldiers. He said that
Franco was one of the most promising soldiers of our time.
A few years after this prophecy Franco was successfully
launching the reconquest of half of Spain!